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Roman tablets discovered during an excavation in Lo ndon include political 
posters calling on people to vote to leave the Roma n empire, archaeologists 

have revealed……  
 

The Museum of London Archaeology said it had deciphered one document, from 8 January AD 57, 

found at the dig at Bloomberg’s new London headquarters. This document is written on what you 

could best describe as a ‘beer mat’,” explained one of the researchers. “It’s made of wood that’s been 

buried in mud for two-thousand years, so the writing is well-preserved and it’s clear it was written by 

someone who was very keen to leave the Roman Empire. 

“It asks ‘what have the Romans ever done for us?’ It lists things residents of Londinium could buy 

more cheaply if they were no longer influenced by Rome. “A lot of it is obviously propagandist bullshit, 

which was typical of the time – because two-thousand years ago people couldn’t do the research 

themselves on claims like this. “But it’s a nice reminder of how far society has come in the last two 

millennia.”. Historian Simon Williams said there was a large Roman-exit movement in London in the 

mid first-century, with many paintings showing leaders of the movement wearing tweed jackets and 

drinking and smoking while lecturing the city’s elderly population on how much better off they’d be 

without the Romans.!!!! 

“I don’t want to spoil the surprise and tell you exactly how the ‘Romexit’ campaign finished, but let’s 

just say the Romans didn’t leave for another five-hundred years.” 3������
��
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Our fortnight began on a very rainy morning, and too wet to start excavating. We were treated 
to a lecture by Dr Beth Greene about the leather shoes that had been found at Vindolanda, 
about 4,000 in all and increasing at the rate of about 30 shoes per day this season. Just before 
lunch, we were allocated our patches in the fort or vicus – yet again DV and I are in the fort. 
We are each given less experienced diggers to supervise, and asked to take down a second 
century level to a lower level being careful to preserve a suspected structure (part of a later 
apse?) spanning both levels.  
 

                        Part of an apse?                                                  Samian pot-lid                                                           

 
 

With a bucket-run to the barrows of 30 yards and another 120 yards to the spoil heap we 
certainly got our exercise! Few finds emerged - only some pot sherds, while nearby a belt-
buckle and part of a Roman helmet were unearthed. The following day we moved a large 
quantity of soil, and revealed a few more sherds, while our neighbours found a coin, a 
decorative clasp, and a large piece of amphora. My charge complained that she was rather 
bored with moving earth and not finding much. 
 

Day 3 proved more interesting, when we produced a lead plumb-weight, some pot, and a very 
nice Samain pot-lid with maker’s mark. Sadly we had to abandon the trench just after 2.00pm 
due to heavy rain.   On Thursday and Friday we were blessed with better weather, enabling us 
to complete the task in hand. For our efforts we unearthed a very rusty dagger (in 4 separate 
pieces). 
 

Weekend activities included visits to Binchester excavations, Beamish Open-Air museum, 
and Corbridge Roman site, in very pleasant warm weather.  
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For the second week we were moved to the extreme south wall of the fort, to excavate three 
adjacent ‘roundhouses’, c198-213 AD, butting up to the (Severan 193-211AD) wall, with an 
earlier (Antonine 138-161AD?) wall running through the middle.  The ‘roundhouse’ wall-

bases [see photo � ] were just stones that 
would not have supported a solid structure, so 
their purpose was only to be guessed at. The 
official view is that they were temporary 
labourers’ huts. We were to take down the 
floor levels, and if they revealed anything of 
interest they would be preserved, otherwise – 
probably not.  
 

On Monday and Tuesday we removed a hard 
top layer of clay over a gritty layer from the 

fort-wall side of the intervening wall (bottom   left of picture), while on the ‘inner’ side a 
thick layer of soft clay in-filled the gap. Progress was slow, particularly with the soft clay, and 
the unstable state of the Antonine wall. The following day, heavy rain in the morning 
prevented any digging at all, so there was part two of the shoe-lecture, followed by a visit to 
the Roman army Museum, and a free afternoon in the sun. The final two days were fine, and 
good progress was made and the clay, once removed showed traces of a possible stone floor 
surface (bottom right in picture).  However, we were unable to reveal more of this as it 
vanished under the stone wall. Total finds for the week: one nice piece of decorated Samain –
ware and two bones. 
 

And so – back to normality for another year……Text and photographs by …Doug Courtney..��

� ��  ������������ ���� �  
 

What ever is this guy doing? Did he fall or was he pushed? 
Before you ask – no this isn’t Doug – nor is it Col in Berks – but I think he sent me the 

photo!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�
�
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Breaking news  

The remains of an Anglo-Saxon palace have been found around four miles from the famous Sutton 
Hoo treasure-filled burial ship, which is thought to be the grave of King Raedwald, who died in 
about 624 AD . Eexperts are hoping its discovery will trigger a flurry of exciting finds. The 75ft by 
30ft building, at Rendlesham in Suffolk, is believed to have been used by royalty and could be have 
been part of 'the king's village' referred to by 8th Century scholar the Venerable Bede in his book 
An Ecclesiastical History of the English People. 

Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3799035/Lost-remains-Anglo-Saxon-
palace-near-Sutton-Hoo-burial-site.html#ixzz4LCdZMXAU 
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There are millions of historic photographs and documents s at you fingertips 

Website Historic England.org.uk/archive 
Email – archive@Historic England.org.uk 

 
Whether you are a family, local historian, academic researcher or simply 

curious there is something for everyone.  
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Thanks Colin for text and photographs. In the photo Rain and Tea, top right Alex Agar can be 
seen seated on the right hand side.  
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   � THURSDAY 13 OCTOBER 2016 at 8pm   
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   � THURSDAY 19 JANUARY 2017 at 8pm  
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   � THURSDAY 9 MARCH 2017 at 8pm (Main Hall, Liston Hall) 
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    Free adjacent parking after 7pm    Disabled access      www.marlowarchaeology.org 
 

               All enquiries, including membership: 01628 523896 or 473100                                         
�

�

Some  Marlow Society events  

Sun Oct 9    2.30pm meet at Marlow Museum SL7 2AE for a Forgotten Marlow Walk                                         
Contact tmswalks @ marlowsociety.org.uk 

Mon Oct 17 8pm.  Garden Room, Liston Hall tbd Contact  Andy Ford 
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The Black Death – Burial  Sites. 
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Anne Spencer – Editor                                                             
01628487790   
Fitzroy House 
21 St Peter Street 
Marlow                                                     
annerayspencer@googlemail.com  
SL7 1NQ 
 


